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Axis Invasions and Japanese Offensives in the Pacific
Section A: Axis invasion of the Soviet Union
	The invasion of the Soviet Union by the axis powers was done on Sunday 22/6/1941 in the world war two. This operation was coded the Operation Barbarossa and it originated from the Nazi party of Germany’s political and ideological aims for full control of the Western Union which could also be repopulated by the Germans. Besides, the Germans would also acquire slave labor and be for the better administration of the territories. Moreover, the axis powers would be able to acquire the oil reserves of the Caucasian and the agricultural fields which were very productive located in the Soviet territories (Kiesling et al., 2015).
	According to Kiesling et al. (2015), the birth of the plan could be traced as far as two years before when Germany and the Soviet Union signed economic and political treaties indicating the strategic purposes. However, German High Command officer was authorized by Adolf Hitler to plan the invasion of the Soviet Union which was by the coded Operation Otto in July of 1940. If the Germans were able to invade and obtain victory over the Soviet Union, it would be a turning point and most probably the beginning of their victory (Kiesling et al., 2015). Therefore, the largest force of invasion in history which comprised of 3 million soldiers marched for the attack. 600, 000 motor vehicle and more than 650, 000 horses were included in the operation. 
	With such a large force, the Germans expected to sweep off the Soviet Union by surprise and expected a quick victory and this made them underestimate their opponents. The Germans forces had the ideology of the war as to become the conquerors not the liberators and had thus their logical preparations of the war were not enough (Kiesling et al., 2015). The Soviet Union forces were stimulated by the forces deployed by the germane. In fact, in the opening day of the operation, the Germans bit into the Soviet boundaries with the panzer armies spearing deep into the Soviet Union territory at Mansink and Smolensk almost two-thirds of the distance to Moscow. According to Kiesling et al. (2015), there were series of attacks from the Soviet Union but they all failed miserably and by September, the panzer armies fought the battles of Kiev which ended in October each of the Germans forces capturing about 600,00 prisoners from the Soviet Union. 
	On the Soviet Union side, the war was becoming hard and harder while on the Germans side, they expected quick victory which had delayed although they were still winning. The next place the German forces were to attack was the Moscow which seemed open to their advance. However, the late winter season begun with rains which made the roads impassable and late froze the mud for the transport of soldiers to continue (Kiesling et al., 2015).The winter season caught the German forces without winter supplies and the Soviet forces attacks at the gates of Moscow caught the Germans forces at complete desperate conditions which made the retreat slowly to the semblance front.
	The German forces were obtaining victory in the first stages of the invasion and even managed to occupy most some of the most productive areas in Ukraine. Then overconfident Germany further went for more battles like the battle of Moscow which it lost to the Soviet Winter Counteroffensive. The operation Barbarossa was weakened with the Red army Wehrmacht’s war of attrition which Germany was unprepared for. Adolf Hitler tried to call for other operations such as Operation Citadel, but they failed to lead to their defeat (Kiesling et al., 2015). Germans forces organized their fights into two fonts led by Nazi Germany but could not win and that marked the failure of Operation Barbarossa. 
Section two: Japanese offensives in the Pacific/Asia
	The Japanese offensive in the Pacific Ocean composed of Pacific War which was also known as the Asian-Pacific War and was fought in the Pacific and Asia. The Pacific war was world war two theatre and was fought in vast areas which entailed the Pacific Ocean including its Islands, China and southwest Pacific and South East Asia (Kiesling et al., 2015). Japanese obtained a lot of advantages and benefits from the series of attacks it conducted in the above areas such as sources of resources, power control and even slaves.
	Firstly, Japanese offensives were planned in a well-devised war strategy which was mainly aimed at the Dutch, British and the Americans possessions in the Southeast Asia and the Pacific Ocean areas. There was a war draft that was developed the Navy General Staff aided by the Chiefs of the Army and submitted to the Imperial General in September 1941 (Kiesling et al., 2015). The sworn enemies that were drafted in the draft were the Russia, France and the United States. The plan was for one Navy to stand against Russia, another against the United States and the last against France but this plan was revised after the withdrawal of France from the list in 1936.
	According to Kiesling et al. (2015), Japanese offensive in the Southeast Asian attacked Pearl Harbor and took the United States by surprise after which this victory made Japanese unstoppable for almost and year that followed (Kiesling et al., 2015). Other attacks that Japan planned were very successful and by 1942, Japan had conquered a lot of territories such as Thailand, Malaysia, Philippines and others. Japanese offensive of the china in Hong Kong on December 8th of 1941, invaded and conquered Hong Kong by 1941 Christmas. Japan further attacked territories like the peninsula, Singapore, Thailand and Burma even performed a series of attacks on Australia and captured them (Kiesling et al., 2015).
 It is important to note that, Japan was a state with a backward economy and military power if compared to the likes of Germans, Britain or even America. However, Japan was able to conquer very many territories because of correct timing. For example, the British was much concentrated in Europe fighting the Italians and German while the French and the Dutch were also occupied in wars (Kiesling et al., 2015). In addition, the American entry had not taken full buildup shape yet. Therefore, the timing of Japanese attacks was both combined with good fortune and the moment of weakness of the major countries in the western.
	However, just like the Germans in Operation Barbarossa, even after so many achievements, the war did not last and the Japanese forces did not win. The Japanese military momentum was ended at the Midway and Coral Sea. The Japanese forces engaged in the battle of Attrition at the Solomon Islands which was long and the Japanese generals concentrated the all the forces and the attention which gave the US the ability to recover and build up the supplies (Kiesling et al., 2015). Therefore, when the counter attacks from the American forces, the Japanese empire was exhausted and could not resist the attacks and it fell off very quickly. 
	However much the Japanese had achieved, it could not keep up with the quality and the number of American forces who had all the supplies and strong arms and tactic. According to Kiesling et al. (2015), this was the reason why the Japanese base collapse even with the indirect attacks. However, even with the Japanese defeat in Asia and the East, the effects of the Japanese attacks were long-lasting in the region. The Sino-Japanese wars gave the Chinese opportunities for power while the Japanese managed to change and redraw the map of East Asia again and to date, no one has ever been able to redraw it to the original form. 
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